
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  
A WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”               Isaiah 7:14 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
The Welcome and Announcements 
 

  (Please sign the register pad, passing it down the row, then back to center aisle.) 
 
The Prelude                           “Breath of Heaven”                

Worship Team with Samantha Pilgram                                                                  

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him.”  Psalm 37:7 
 

(If you have a prayer request, please fill out a green prayer card and pass  
it to the center aisle as they will be collected during the first hymn.) 

 
The Call to Worship 
 

WE WORSHIP IN PRAISE 
 

*A Hymn                                                                                         (use screens) 
“O Holy Night”  

  
WE WORSHIP IN PRAYER 

 

*The Call to Confession   
 
*The Unison Prayer of Confession  
 

 Most holy God, we sing Your praises, for Your love endures 
forever. The Virgin Mary bore the ultimate revelation of Your divine 
love, the baby Jesus. And now we thank You for the privilege of 
bearing Your love in the world. We confess that often we have failed 
You in this commission. At times, we have questioned this call, saying 
“How can this be?” Other times, we have failed to offer love out of fear 
of rejection or self-involvement. Send Your Holy Spirit upon us. 
Strengthen us and show us where revealing Your love can bring new 
life.   We ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
*The Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Glorifying God          

“We Will Glorify” 
 

We will glorify the King of kings, we will glorify the Lamb. 
We will glorify the Lord of lords, who is the great I AM. 

December 22, 2019 

Cranberry Community 
United Presbyterian Church 

A LOOK AHEAD AT OUR SCHEDULE: 
 

• The Youth Groups are selling cookie trays today before and after worship. 
• Our Happy Birthday Jesus Party will take place after worship today 

during the Coffee Social time.   
• The Luminary Set-Up will take place tomorrow at 9:00 AM.  Come 

out on Christmas Eve and help light them up at 6:00 PM. Clean-Up will 
take place on Thursday, December 26th at 9:00 AM. 

• The church office will be open on Christmas Eve until noon. Then 
closed until Monday, December 30th.  We will be open until noon on 
New Years’ Eve, and closed January 1st. 

• Our Christmas Eve services will be at 6:00, 8:00 and 10:00 PM. 
• The Unhanging of the Greens will take place on Wednesday, January 8th 

beginning at 9:00 AM. 

Today          12/22 4th Sunday of Advent/Youth Group Cookie Sale 
 Pray for Venezuela  
   NO Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Sanctuary 
11:05 am Coffee Social/Happy Birthday Jesus Party  
 Village D & Village E Greeting Area 
   NO Youth Groups  
Monday       12/23  
  9:00 am Luminary Set-Up Outside 
Tuesday       12/24 Christmas Eve 
  6:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service Sanctuary 
   Lighting of the Luminary Outside 
  8:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service Sanctuary 
10:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service Sanctuary 
Wednesday 12/25  Christ is Born!  
 
Thursday    12/26    

Friday          12/27    
   The Office is Closed  
  9:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting Lower Level 
Sunday        12/29  
 Pray for Vietnam  
   NO Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Sanctuary 
11:05 am Coffee Social 
 Office Staff Greeting Area 
   NO Youth Groups this evening  

The Office is Closed  

 The Office is Closed   
 9:00 am Luminary Clean-Up Outside 

THIS WEEK AT CCUPC 

Cranberry Community U. P. Church 
2662 Rochester Road 

Cranberry Township PA 16066 
724-776-5310       http://www.ccupc.org 
Pastor James M. Moran   724-759-4577 

Pastor Nadine L. Roy  412-848-0834 

 
 

Today is the Youth Group Cookie Sale!  There are trays of beautifully 
packaged homemade cookies for sale in the Greeting Area.  The proceeds 
from the sale benefit the youth groups and help support our various trips and 
activities.  Stop by and grab a tray for your own enjoyment or as a gift.  
Cookies are priced at 3 dozen for $15 and 6 dozen for $30.  Thank you to 
everyone who donated or purchased cookies.  (For those that donated in re-
usable containers, your clean container can be picked up outside of the 
kitchenette.)  
 
 
SCRIP GIFT CARD NEWS!  The SCRIP Gift Card Center  has stocked 
up on all of our most popular gift cards for you to purchase immediately! 
Each card you buy earns the church a percentage of the amount which is 
used for various improvements around the church. Inventory cards can be 
purchased right up until Christmas. A NOTE:  we can NO LONGER 
ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS.  Payment can be made by check or  cash. 
 
 
The administrative expenses for the Presbyterian Church (USA) are covered 
by Per Capita funds. The 2020 Per Capita amount is $40.79 per confirmed 
member. Our  Session has chosen to designate the total amount of per  
capita received for the work of Beaver-Butler Presbytery unless you specify 
otherwise.  We will be happy to make available to you the breakdown for 
Synod and General Assembly if you have the desire to contribute to them.  
If you have any questions, you may talk with Pastor Moran. 
 
 
In Giving, We Receive.  As 2019 quickly comes to an end, please consider  
whether your pledge is current for the year.  If you would like to find out 
where you stand in regards to your pledge, please call Kim Pugh (Financial 
Secretary) at the church office and she can help you out with this.  You can 
improve your tax position by making a year-end donation.  What better way to 
help yourself than by helping your church. Please note that year-end donation 
gifts must be postmarked by December 31st in order to be included in this 
year’s giving records. 
 
 
Please pick up your 2020 Giving Envelopes located in the greeting area. If 
you find that you do not have a box of envelopes and would like one, please 
write your name on the sheet provided.  NOTE:  The EFT envelopes will be 
coming in the next few weeks. 

DID YOU KNOW.…. that we have a staffed infant and toddler nursery 
available for you to use during worship? Children through age 2 are     
welcome to come and play. There is also a curtained off corner in the 
nursery for those who may need some privacy for nursing or for soothing 
your child. Additionally, we have the TLC ministry for those who are 3 
years old through Kindergarten where children may go  after the Children’s 
Lesson. The KFC program is for children in 1st - 3rd grades and leave after 
the Children’s Lesson out the back of the sanctuary. Older children can 
find worksheets and coloring pages on a table in the Sanctuary near the 
side entrance. Any of our ushers or nursery workers will be glad to show 
you how to locate our nursery or children’s ministries and supplies.  We 
love having so many growing families in church! 

http://www.ccupc.org


I WAS JUST THINKING. . . by Pastor Jim 
 
 Matthew gives us a unique look at Joseph, the man who was the earthly 
father of Jesus.  We often revere Mary because of her humility and 
faithfulness as we should, but Joseph was selected by God as guardian and 
protector of Jesus during his formative years. 
 Matthew is very careful to not dwell on the dream Joseph had; he wants 
his readers to see him as one who reengages life and moves forward.  And 
by so doing, Matthew wants to bring us back down to earth, back to our 
waking reality, by invoking the name of Immanuel. Because if this Jesus, 
whose name was given to Joseph in a dream, is to do us any good, it is 
imperative that he meet us and be with us in all those times when dreams 
end and when the crushing weight of a miserable world comes crashing 
down around our shoulders again. If he is only Jesus, the one who saves us 
from our sins, it would still be too easy to turn him into the one who also 
saves us out of the real world. But if he is Immanuel, then we realize we do 
not have to go anywhere to meet him other than in the normal routines of 
life.   We do not have to go find him in some other realm because he has 
already found us in exactly this realm and this world. 
 Immanuel is God-with-us in the cancer clinic and in the Alzheimer’s unit 
of the local nursing home. Immanuel is God-with-us when the pink slip 
comes and when the beloved child sneers, “I hate you!” Immanuel is God-
with-us when you pack the Christmas decorations away and, with an aching 
heart, you realize afresh that your one son never did call over the holidays. 
Not once. Immanuel is God-with-us when your dear wife or mother stares at 
you with a demented glaze and absently asks, “What was your name again?” 
 Ever and always Jesus stares straight into us with his two good eyes and 
he does so not only when we can smile back, but most certainly also when 
our own eyes are full of tears. In fact, Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us” 
even in those times when we are so angry with God that we refuse to meet 
his eyes. But even when we feel like we cannot look at him, he never looks 
away from us. He cannot. His name says it all. 
 

*   *   * 
 

Islam is the second largest and fastest growing religion in the world.  Our 
awareness of this faith system has been heightened by the actions of some 
who have been on the radical fringe of it.  So, is it profitable for us to 
understand Islam?  If for no other reason, it may help us to offer a more 
viable witness to Muslims.  Pastor Jim will be leading an adult class titled:  
A CHRISTIAN EXPLORATION OF ISLAM which will commence on 
January 5th and continue through the end of our program year.  If you are 
not already engaged in an adult class, you are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 

Visitors…Please Help! 
 

If you are a visitor  worshipping with us today, we’d like to ask you to do 
us a big favor.  Help us discover which of our advertising dollars are doing 
the most good by telling us how you found our church.  When the register 
pad is passed to you, please fill out not only your contact information, but 
also check the appropriate box that tells us how you heard of us. It will be a 
big help. 

The Joys, Concerns, and Prayers of God’s People 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

WE WORSHIP IN GIVING 

Our Invitation to Give 
 

The Offertory                       “Christmas Offering”  
Worship Team with Samantha Pilgram 

 
*Praising God #556      “Praise God From Whom All Blessings” 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise Him all creatures here below. 
 Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*The Prayer of Dedication 
 

WE WORSHIP IN PROCLAMATION 

The Greeting  (Please share words of peace, encouragement, and hope.) 
 
The Children’s Lesson and Prayer   (The children may come forward.) 
(Children 3 years old - Kindergarten may now leave for TLC out the back 
doors of the Sanctuary with Miss Gynni.)  
(Children in 1st - 3rd grades may now leave for KFC out the back doors of 
the Sanctuary.) 
 
The Scripture Lesson                                                                        (page 955)                                                                  

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
The Sermon                                             Pastor James M. Moran 

“KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON”  

GOING IN GOD’S NAME 

*A Hymn #93                          (use screens) 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

*The Benediction 
 
The Postlude                                                                       

“Mary, Did You Know?” 

The vases of flowers are given by Rick and Diane Alexander to the glory of 
God, and in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

The basket of flowers is given by Ray and Peggy Wetzel to the glory of God, 
and in celebration of Peggy’s mom, Ann Veres, as she celebrates her 98th 
birthday on December 23rd. 
 
All printed lyrics are used by permission CCLI License No. 1070076 

Please keep these family members and friends in your prayers: 
 

Elinor Dixon (Debbie Rossi), Lillian Grundler (CCUPC member), Joseph 
Justus (Linda Schuman), Roy Lonie (Shirl Lonie & Dave Schlosser), Natalie 
and Wes Marks (the Marner family), Carol Murphy (Ray & Peggy Wetzel), 
Harriet Murray (Bill Murray), Carol Neilson (CCUPC member), Joe Oaks 
(Nancy MacFarlane), Sharon Poe (Sherry Kratsas), Karen Raman (CCUPC 
member), Donny Santucci (Judy Weber), Scott (Gene & Jeanne Smith), and 
Tim (Shirl & Roy Lonie). 
 

Matt and Sue Morgan share their THANKSGIVING as they celebrate the 
birth of their granddaughter, Emmeline Belle Boulnemour last Saturday 
(12/14) to their daughter and son-in-law, Hayley and Jesser.  Congratulations 
to all! 
 

Carol Neilson shares her THANKSGIVING for all the prayers, cards, meals, 
and her village as she recovers from a fall.  
 

The SYMPATHY of our congregation is extended to Kim Armstrong and 
family on the death of her mother, Nancy Stadler. 
 
 

 
*   *   * 

 

 
The Christmas tree in the greeting area is given by Howard Eklund to the 
glory of God, and in loving memory of his wife, Marietta. 
 
 
 
 
GIVING IS A PART OF RECEIVING…GIVE YOUR TIME BY. . .  
♦ Setting up the luminaries - on Monday, December 23rd at 9:00 AM. Help us 

when we prepare the outside areas of our church for the Candlelight 
services on Christmas Eve! Sign up on the registration sheet by writing 
“LUM-UP” in the sign-up box. And…. 

 

♦ Lighting the luminaries -  on Christmas Eve at 6:00 PM (during the first 
service).  Please write “LITE” on the registration sheet. 

 

♦ Putting away the luminaries - on Thursday, December 26th at 9:00 AM.  
please give us a hand by writing “LUM-DOWN” in the sign-up box on 
the registration sheet as it is passed to you this morning.  

 

♦ Serving in the Infant/Toddler Nursery during the 8:00 PM Chr istmas 
Eve worship service. Please prayerfully consider helping out with this 
most important ministry.  We often have new families visiting our 
church, some for the very first time, and we can only offer a nursery if 
we have loving caregivers, like YOU!  Sign up by writing “CE-8” in the 
sign-up box on the registration sheet.  Christina Taylor, the Nursery 
Coordinator, will then contact you. 

 
 
The new 2020 Worship Flower sign-up is now available on the table by the 
doors in the greeting area.  The cost of the flowers is $30 for either the two 
chancel vases or the basket.  You can donate the flowers in memory of a 
loved one, or in celebration of a special day.  Sign up now so that you can 
get that special date!  


