
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  
A WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
“Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken 
but endures forever.  As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord 
surrounds his people both now and forevermore.”        
          Psalm 125:1-2 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
The Welcome and Announcements 
 

A Stewardship Reminder             Tim MacFarlane 
 

  (Please sign the register pad, passing it down the row, then back to center aisle.) 
 
The Prelude                                                                    

“Immanuel”       
 

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him.”  Psalm 37:7 
 

(If you have a prayer request, please fill out a green prayer card and pass  
it to the center aisle as they will be collected during the first hymn.) 

 
The Call to Worship 
 

WE WORSHIP IN PRAISE 
 

*A Hymn #86                                                                            (use screens) 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

      
WE WORSHIP IN PRAYER 

 

*The Call to Confession   
 
*The Unison Prayer of Confession  
 

 Loving and gracious God, forgive us when we pay more attention to 
satisfying our own needs, than seeking You and Your will for our lives; 
for being more interested in possessing the material things of life, rather 
than Your spiritual gifts. Turn our lives around so that we are looking in 
the right direction -- toward You.  Only then can we hope to recognize the 
signs of Your presence in the world.  This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
*The Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Glorifying God          

“We Will Glorify” 
 

We will glorify the King of kings, we will glorify the Lamb. 
We will glorify the Lord of lords, who is the great I AM. 

December 1, 2019 

Cranberry Community 
United Presbyterian Church 

A LOOK AHEAD AT OUR SCHEDULE: 
 

• We are celebrating Communion today for the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

• The Ladies Lunch & Learn will meet for their Christmas lunch on December 5th 
at Bravo’s in Cranberry at 11:30 AM. 

 

• Our Blue Christmas Worship Service will be next Sunday evening, December 8th 
at 6:00 PM. 

 

• The next Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study will be held on December 10th at 8:30 AM 
in the conference room.  

 

• Food Bank Sunday is Sunday, December  15th.  Item of the Month is Pasta/
Pasta Sauce. 

 

• The Youth Group will be assembling the cookie trays on Friday, December 20th 
beginning at 5:45 PM. The trays will be sold on Sunday, December 22nd.   

• Our Happy Birthday Jesus Party will take place after worship on Sunday, 
December 22nd during the Coffee Social time.  The Youth Group Cookie Sale 
is also on this day located in the lobby! 

 

• The Luminary Set-Up will take place on Monday, December  23rd at 9:00 
AM.  Clean-Up will be on Thursday, December  26th at 9:00 AM. 

 

• Our Christmas Eve Services are set for 6:00, 8:00 and 10:00 PM. 

Today            12/1 1st Sunday of Advent/Communion 

10:00 am Worship Sanctuary 
11:00 am Coffee Social Greeting Area 
 Village A  
   NO Regular Youth Group Lower Level 
Monday        12/2   
 Church Office is Closed  
  7:00 pm Mission Committee Meeting Conference Rm. 
Wednesday   12/4  
  6:00 pm Al Anon Meeting Room 111 
  7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Thursday      12/5   
11:30 am Ladies Lunch & Learn Christmas Lunch @ Bravos 
Friday           12/6       
  9:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting Lower Level 
Sunday          12/8 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Pray for Uzbekistan  

10:00 am Worship Sanctuary 
11:00 am Coffee Social Greeting Area 
 Village B  
   NO Regular Youth Group Lower Level 
  6:00 pm Blue Christmas Service Sanctuary 

 NO Sunday School   

  9:00 am Sunday School for all ages Both Levels 

THIS WEEK AT CCUPC 

Cranberry Community U. P. Church 
2662 Rochester Road 

Cranberry Township PA 16066 
724-776-5310       http://www.ccupc.org 
Pastor James M. Moran   724-759-4577 

Pastor Nadine L. Roy  412-848-0834 

 

The Connections ministry will be assembling the fall care packages for the 
students after worship today.  Anyone available to help is welcome.  It should 
take about 30 minutes to complete this project which has a wonderful impact 
on the students. 
 

CCUPC Preschool registration for  the 2020 - 2021 school year begins in 
December. Church members may be part of the early registration! Registration 
forms can be submitted online at www.ccupcpreschool.org and need to be 
received by December 4th.  Please pass the word if you have any friends or 
neighbors who may be looking for a preschool! 
 

Christmas is a time of reflection on our memories and our hopes.  But memories 
can be bittersweet, and our hopes can disappoint us as we mark another year 
without a yearned for child, or job, or relationship.  It is easy to be discouraged, 
melancholy, and overwhelmed.  But God hears you.  And God welcomes you to 
come and worship.  If you are struggling to find joy this season, please join us 
for our Blue Christmas worship service of wholeness and healing December 8th 
at 6:00 PM.  All are welcome.  Feel free to invite others using the postcards 
available on the Spiritual Growth Table in the Lobby.   
 

Hey Bakers! Preheat your ovens!  The youth groups will once again be 
hosting their annual Cookie Sale on Sunday, December 22nd. There will be 
trays of cookies for sale before and after the worship service.  Each student in 
youth group is asked to donate 5 dozen cookies for the sale.  The youth will also 
gladly accept donations of cookies from the congregation.  This is one of our 
best fundraisers, and helps us to send youth to various events, including the New 
Wilmington Mission Conference each summer.  Donated cookies can be of any 
kind (except chocolate chip). You can bring your cookies to the church office 
from Monday through Friday, December 15th - 20th from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, 
or Friday December 20th from 5:45 - 6:15 PM in the Greeting Area.  All 
donations need to be turned in by 6:15 PM on Saturday, December 20th and 
should be clearly marked “Cookie Sale.” The youth group are assembling the 
trays that evening. 
 

As we look ahead on our calendars,  it is time to ask volunteers for the Infant/
Toddler nursery on Christmas Eve dur ing the 8:00 PM worship. Families 
are invited to worship together for our interactive service at 6:00 PM.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping out with this important ministry.  We often have 
new families visiting our church, some for the very first time, and we can only 
offer a nursery if we have loving caregivers, like YOU!  Sign up by writing 
“CE-8” in the sign-up box on the registration sheet.  Christina Taylor, the 
Nursery Coordinator, will then contact you. 
 

The administrative expenses for the Presbyterian Church (USA) are covered 
by Per Capita funds. The 2020 Per Capita amount is $40.79 per confirmed 
member.  

DID YOU KNOW.…. that we have a staffed infant and toddler nursery 
available for you to use during worship? Children through age 2 are     
welcome to come and play. There is also a curtained off corner in the 
nursery for those who may need some privacy for nursing or for soothing 
your child. Additionally, we have the TLC ministry for those who are 3 
years old through Kindergarten where children may go  after the Children’s 
Lesson. The KFC program is for children in 1st - 3rd grades and leave after 
the Children’s Lesson out the back of the sanctuary. Older children can 
find worksheets and coloring pages on a table in the Sanctuary near the 
side entrance. Any of our ushers or nursery workers will be glad to show 
you how to locate our nursery or children’s ministries and supplies.  We 
love having so many growing families in church! 

http://www.ccupc.org
http://www.ccupcpreschool.org


I WAS JUST THINKING. . . by Pastor Jim 
 
 A popular skit at church camps involves about a dozen folks lined up side-by-
side, looking anxious and frustrated, facing the audience. Each person rests a 
left elbow on the right shoulder of his or her neighbor. Then, from left to right, 
each member asks, “Is it time yet?” When the question arrives at the end of the 
line, the last person looks at his/her wristwatch and responds, “No.” This reply 
is passed, one-by-one, each with bored sighs, back to the first questioner. After 
a few moments, the same question is passed down the line (left elbows 
remaining on the right shoulders). The last person checks his/her watch and 
says, “Yes!” When the response again reaches the head of the line, the group 
lets out a loud and collective sigh. They then change position, now with right 
elbows leaning on the left shoulders of each neighbor. 
 There is no real change here at all. The group is still in the same old place 
with the same old anxious, frustrated expectations. 
 Indeed, many of us may be facing the coming days before Christmas with 
this very same perspective: anxious, frustrated, expecting little other than the 
same old hassles and problems; hoping for nothing more than perhaps a 
moment of relief from the stress of the Advent season. 
 Is it Advent already? That means that we have only four weeks to plan the 
“perfect” Christmas service; prepare the “perfect” family celebration; begin 
endless shopping excursions to purchase the “perfect” gifts; decorate the 
“perfect” tree; and our list of “to-do’s” is endless, spinning out of control. We 
desperately seek happiness while simultaneously we anticipate the same old 
frustration. Our lives seem as cluttered and crowded as the traffic jams around 
shopping malls. We have learned that expecting perfection usually results in 
experiencing rejection. 
 Is it time yet? Is it time to break this cycle of wishing and wanting 
perfection? Let us look at our Scripture lesson. Our text in Isaiah emerges from 
a time of high anxiety, impatience, discouragement, and despair for God’s 
people. Powerful Assyria was gobbling up smaller nations and heading toward 
an inevitable clash with Israel. Political infighting and corruption was 
widespread. Many religious leaders had forsaken the teaching of the Lord and 
were promoting alliances with other nations against Assyria. 
 God’s people simply did not see the reality of God’s continuing presence and 
guidance. Is it time yet? For them it was only time for the “same old, same old 
thing”. . .  no real change, no real hope, just a collective group sigh as they 
anticipated only more of the same misery.  
 Perhaps many of us feel the same way as we consider our own life 
experiences on this first Sunday of Advent. The same turmoil exists in the 
Middle East as it did in Isaiah’s time. We see political and moral corruption all 
around us. We witness broken families, economic hardship, and hypocritical 
religious practices . . .  and we watch helplessly, hoping only for a small bit of 
comfort and another shoulder to lean on while any joy always seems to pass us 
by. 
 Is it time yet? Is it time for a real word of promise, a real word of hope from 
the Lord? 
 The answer — the Advent answer — is a resounding “Yes!” Isaiah proceeds 
to unfold God’s promised future for us and for all God’s people. In Hebrew, the 
language of the Old Testament, God’s word is not simply a concept or 
collection of letters. God’s word is a thing, a force, a power that can be seen 
and experienced. 
 And this word, in the “days to come,” or, “the latter days” is a sure and 
certain Advent promise from God, not just to Israel, not just to you and me, but 
to all God’s people. 

The Joys, Concerns, and Prayers of God’s People 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

WE WORSHIP IN GIVING 

Our Invitation to Give 

The Offertory                                                                                     The Choir 
“Glory to God!”                                                            

 
*Praising God #556      “Praise God From Whom All Blessings” 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise Him all creatures here below. 
 Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*The Prayer of Dedication 

WE WORSHIP IN PROCLAMATION 

The Greeting  (Please share words of peace, encouragement, and hope.) 
 
The Children’s Lesson and Prayer   (The children may come forward.) 
(Children 3 years old - Kindergarten may now leave for TLC out the back 
doors of the Sanctuary with Miss Gynni.)  
(Children in 1st - 3rd grades may now leave for KFC out the back doors of 
the Sanctuary.) 

The Scripture Lesson                                                                      (page 676) 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

The Sermon                                             Pastor James M. Moran 
“REMEMBER - CELEBRATE - ANNOUNCE”  

WE WORSHIP AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

A Hymn                              “I Love You, Lord”                       (remain seated)           
I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice  
To worship You, O my soul rejoice.   
Take joy, my King, in what You hear, 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear. 

 
The Apostles’ Creed (in unison) 
     I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 
life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving: 
Leader:      The Lord be with you! 
People:     AND ALSO WITH YOU! 
Leader:      Lift up your hearts! 
People:      WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD! 
Leader:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 
People:      IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE! 
 

WE INVITE ALL who trust in Christ as Savior and Lord, regardless of 
denominational affiliation, to share in this celebration and thanksgiving!  The 
Table has been prepared for those who seek fellowship and peace with God 
and each other. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 Proclaiming our individual experiences of God’s gracious forgiveness,    
 we eat the bread as it is passed.  You will note a dish in the middle of each 
 serving tray that contains gluten free bread.  Proclaiming our corporate 
 experiences of God’s grace to the Church, we hold the cup until all have 
 been served, and drink together as the pastor indicates. 
 

GOING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*A Hymn                   “Rise Up, O Saints of God”                (use screens) 
 

*The Benediction 
 

The Postlude                                                                       
“Sing We Now of Christmas” 

 
Please keep these family members and friends in your prayers: 

Bill (Jeannine O’Patchen), Miriam Cable (Mindy Cable), Connections Program 
(Okuda family), Karen Dickie (Lorry Cowan/Charlotte Dickie), Elinor Dixon 
(Debbie Rossi), Connie Gruca (Ginger Fornauf), Lillian Grundler (CCUPC 
member), Ann Hodges (Nancy Hodges), Joseph Justus (Linda Schuman), Brad 
Kelly (Sherri Kelly), Carol Murphy (Ray & Peggy Wetzel), Harriet Murray (Bill 
Murray), Joe Oaks (Nancy MacFarlane), Karen Raman (CCUPC member), Donny 
Santucci (Judy Weber), Scott (Gene & Jeanne Smith), Jen Shaffer (Tom & Sue 
Bell), Tim (Shirl & Roy Lonie). 
 

Jim and Debbie Fisher give their THANKS for the prayers and caring following the 
death of Jim’s father this past week. 
 

Chris Thompson gives his THANKS for the prayers/visits/cards/calls while he was in 
the hospital. 
 

The vases of flowers are given by Tom and JoEllen Daugherty, to the glory of God, 
and in celebration of their son, Jason on his birthday (tomorrow). 
 

The Christmas tree in the greeting area is given by Howard Eklund to the glory of 
God, and in loving memory of his wife, Marietta. 
 
 
The Giving Tree is up!!  You will find tags from Mars Home for Youth, VOICe, 
Cityview Church, The Pittsburgh Project and 6 local girls in need.  Please help us 
make this Christmas a happy one for those in need.  When you take your tag, fill out 
the orange slip of paper with your name and number.  All gifts should be and returned 
unwrapped by Sunday, December 15th.  If you have any questions, please see Dara 
Marner. 


